“I’ve been at the University of Michigan for 3 months and a week now. During this period I have felt myself in a different dimension of not only space, but of time. I would put it this way: time is accelerated here. First of all, this is indeed a fast society, fast in production of not only goods, but also of knowledge, sometimes even hyper-production (e.g. the situation with so many articles published, as aptly noticed by one of the fellows). Only now when have experienced the US higher education and research, I understand those colleagues in quite developed western European countries who talked of being slower and behind in terms of higher education. With time acceleration I mean not only this general situation, but first of all my own perceptions of the period I spent here. On the one hand, it has passed so quickly, leaving me with a feeling that I didn’t manage to do as much as I would like to. On the other hand, looking back to the intense period of observation of classes, courses, readings, professional travel, presentations etc, I realize that this has been one of the most efficient uses of my time, with such a lot zipped into that short period. 
I think there will be a lot in common in impressions of most fellows. For example, many of them, regardless of their fields, would probably speak of the decentralized decision making in the universities, the large academic freedom of the professors, the diversity/multiculturality of the faculty and staff. So I will mention a couple of field-specific observations.

I have to say that the field of psychology is one with a very big contrast between where Armenia is and where the US is. In addition to the fact that psychology is very-very young in Armenia, particularly with regard to research traditions, US are currently a world leader in the field. The strength of the field is visible in the very classroom. One of the key moments that makes a US student a lot more advantaged and empowered is that they learn first-hand knowledge, meaning that they hear from those very professors who conduct the researches: this makes an important difference. In case of my university, quite many of these professors are prominent ones who have developed new approaches, and who I have known as famous names from books and articles I’ve read. Unlike this, we often have to be the transmitters of secondary knowledge – sharing what we have read others doing. Of course, as I mentioned, the status of psychology is quite different in our state, and thereby there is little resource and “social order” or demand for psychological research. Looking from students’ perspective, I realize that it is the shared responsibility of us - educators to become ones who would provide up-to-date and relevant knowledge through bridging research and teaching/learning, through bringing research into firmer grounds. 

There is a lot to learn from US in terms of research and teaching design and principles, which does not, however, imply mechanical adoption of topics of focus. For example, a lot of psychological research in the US is engaged to understand multi-ethnicity and diversity, which is driven by the society itself, while the Armenia society implies other priority areas. 

Another observation is the clarity of goals and interests of students, especially grads. Almost all of them would report a very specific topic he/she is interested to explore, a next step he/she is going to make etc (unlike our students who report very broad and loose professional interests). This is also related to the situation I already described – the lack of established and firm tradition of psychology as science in our country. 

Besides everyday activities at the university, I have also participated in weekly events such as brown bags and colloquia in the areas of social and personality psychology, have led a discussion at one of the classes (which was an interesting hybrid role between a student and a lecturer), have made presentations and participated in conferences. April has been especially active. I have made two presentations - one at the brown bag in the area of personality psychology, where I have presented some part of my dissertation research to the faculty and graduate students of the area. The topic of the talk was Studying territoriality and place in Armenian Diaspora Identity. Perspectives & implications for psychological research. Another similar presentation was organized at the end of March by the Armenian Studies program. 
April was full of professional travel too. I attended the 8th Annual Social theory Forum in the University of Massachusetts, Boston, and then immediately rushed to NY to participate in the 2011 World convention of the Association for the Study of Nationalities. This was a huge and impressive event with more than a 100 panels. I was also a panelist and presented a paper there, attended a lot of interesting talks and discussions, met a lot of interesting young and senior scholars, and by the way, was pleasantly surprised to meet a couple of other JFDP fellows there. Another event I attended in New York was the Psychology Day at the UN organized by American Psychological Association which was devoted to questions of access to education, so it was of my interest both as educator and as psychologist.

Last but not least, I should also say that US experience would be incomplete without seeing at least some NY and Boston!!
Another activity that added to a more full experience of US was volunteering. I was a kitchen volunteer for an organization called Food Gatherers feeding homeless and other disadvantaged.”

